PENNSBURY SCHOOL DISTRICT
School Board Directors
T.R. Kannan, President, Christine Toy-Dragoni, Vice President,
Gary S. Sanderson, Assistant Secretary, Howard Goldberg, Michael Pallotta,
Christian Schwartz, Chip Taylor, Debra Wachspress and Joshua Waldorf
William J. Gretzula, Ed.D., Superintendent
Christopher M. Berdnik, Chief Financial Officer/Board Secretary
Michael Clarke, Esquire - Rudolph Clarke, LLC, Solicitor

APPROVED AT THE JULY 30, 2020 BOARD ACTION MEETING
Special Board Meeting Minutes of July 16, 2020
The July Special Board Meeting of the Pennsbury Board of School Directors was
conducted virtually on Thursday, July 16, 2020 due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic.
1. OPENING OF MEETING
A. Public Notice
All or a portion of this meeting is being recorded for the purpose of public broadcast
and/or Internet posting. THIS MEETING WAS CONDUCTED VIRTUALLY.
B. Call to Order
Mr. Kannan, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:42 p.m.
C. Pledge of Allegiance
Mr. Kannan led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.
D. Roll Call (Mr. Berdnik)
Board Members Present: Mr. Goldberg, Mr. Pallotta, Mr. Sanderson, Mr. Schwartz,
Mr. Taylor, Mrs. Toy-Dragoni, Mrs. Wachspress, Mr. Waldorf and Mr. Kannan
Administrators Present: Dr. Gretzula, Dr. Aldridge, Mr. Berdnik, Mr. Dumin,
Mrs. Langtry, Mr. McCormick, Mrs. Rarrick, Mrs. Rausch, Dr. Ricci, Mrs. Spack and
Ms. Zedalis
Others Present: Mr. Amuso, Solicitor
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E. Executive Session Statement
Mr. Kannan announced that the School Board of Directors met virtually in Executive
Session prior to this meeting to discuss legal and personnel matters as well as meeting
virtually on June 25, 2020. Mr. Kannan announced that this is the 5th virtual Board
Meeting as well as the first time available to the public on YouTube. He explained the
new procedure to submit public comments available on the Pennsbury website.
Mr. Kannan reported that the Board completed Dr. Gretzula’s performance evaluation
and rated Dr. Gretzula as Distinguished. Mr. Kannan congratulated Dr. Gretzula and
Dr. Gretzula stated that it is an honor to serve the Pennsbury School District.
Mr. Kannan reiterated that Dr. Gretzula has the full support of the Board regarding EEOC
complaints.
F. Presentations - Health and Safety Plan and Athletic Health and Safety Plan
Dr. Gretzula and Dr. Aldridge, Pandemic Coordinator, reviewed the initial draft of the
Health and Safety Plan. The Health and Safety Plan is separate from, but closely related
to, the Continuity of Education Plan, which will be presented at a Special Meeting on July
28, 2020. Board discussion ensued. Dr. Aldridge shared that the Committee will
continue to meet to revise this plan as feedback and guidance from various levels of
government and the Health and Safety Q&A are ongoing.
The draft of the Athletic Health and Safety Plan was also presented. Board discussion
ensued. Dr. Gretzula, Dr. Aldridge and Mr. Sudholz addressed Board questions and
comments regarding the Draft Athletic Health and Safety Plan.
Drafts of the Health and Safety Plan as well as the Athletic Health and Safety Plan are
available on BoardDocs and on the Pennsbury Website.
ADDENDUMS/CHANGES
Mr. Berdnik reported on the following changes and addendums to the Special Meeting
Agenda of 07.16.20:
5. NEW BUSINESS - CONSENT ITEMS
Item X - High School Chromebook Leases
Item Y - Chromebook Repair Service
7B. ADDENDUM - PERSONNEL - PROFESSIONAL
Item 10 - Resignations/Terminations
Item 11 - Election of Teachers
Item 12 - General and Athletic Supplementals - 2020-2021 School Year (TABLED)
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2. FIRST PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. Kannan opened the floor to First Public Comment at 9:28 p.m. and read the
questions and comments from the public on the attached Google Document available on
the Pennsbury website. Questions and concerns were addressed. Mr. Kannan closed First
Public Comment at 10:28 p.m. (Appendix A)
A motion was made by Mr. Schwartz, seconded by Mr. Sanderson that the Board
combine and approve Item 3 (A) under Financial, Item 4 (A) under Old Business and
Item 5 (A through J and L through Y) under New Business - Consent Items.
3. FINANCIAL
A. Financial Reports
Line Item Spending Comparison - Utilities and Fuel Report is available on BoardDocs.
4. OLD BUSINESS
A. 2020-2021 School Calendar Revised
MOTION: Move that the Board approves the revised 2020-2021 School Calendar as
presented.
5. NEW BUSINESS - CONSENT ITEMS
A. Settlement and Release Agreement
MOTION: Move that the Board approves the proposed Settlement and Release
Agreement for one student to attend an Out of District placement through the
2022-2023 school term. The District will fund the student's tuition in an amount not to
exceed $51,177.60 for the 2020-2021 term, $53,224.70 for the 2021-2022 term, and
$55,353.70 for the 2022-2023 term. The District will also provide transportation for the
student during the length of the Agreement.
B. Settlement and Release Agreement
MOTION: Move that the Board approves the proposed Settlement and Release
Agreement for one student to attend an Out of District placement through the
2020-2021 school term. The District shall fund the student's tuition in an amount not to
exceed $41,000 for both the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 school terms. The District will
pay up to $2,500 for Dr. Brittany Lyman to do a private evaluation on the student and
up to $3,000 to Ilene Young Law Offices for documented attorney fees. The District will
also reimburse the parents for transportation provided for the student to and from the
school during the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 school terms.
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C. Settlement and Release Agreement
MOTION: Move that the Board approves the proposed Settlement and Release
Agreement for one student to attend an Out of District placement for the 2020-21 school
term. The District will fund the student’s tuition in an amount not to exceed $44,000
and will provide transportation for the student during this school term.
D. Lakeside Educational Network - Renewal
MOTION: Move that the Board approves the proposed Agreement between the District
and Lakeside Educational Network to provide special education services at a fee of
$31,735 for each regular education slot and $37,265 for each special education slot plus
other applicable charges as outlined in the Agreement for a term commencing
July 1, 2020 and ending June 30, 2021.
E. ESY Tuition Agreement - Renewal
MOTION: Move that the Board approves the proposed Extended School Year Tuition
Agreement for one student to attend virtually for the 2020 Extended School Year
Program from July 6, 2020 through July 31, 2020. The District will pay an amount not
to exceed $2,000.
F. Edmentum Study Island and Exact Path Instructional Software Systems
MOTION: Move that the Board approves the purchase of Study Island and Exact Path at
a cost not to exceed $115,617.96.
G. CARES Resolution
MOTION: Move that the Board approves the resolution granting the Superintendent
permission to electronically sign the CARES grant documents.
H. 520.1 Resolution
MOTION: Move that the Board approves the Temporary Emergency Provisions Resolution
as presented.
I. PA Commission on Crime and Delinquency - Emergency Response Preparedness Grant
MOTION: Move that the grant of $45,000 from the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime
and Delinquency be accepted with appreciation.
J. Health and Safety Plan
MOTION: Move that the Board approves the Health and Safety Plan as presented.
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L. Spy Glass Expense Auditing Service
MOTION: Move that the Board allows Spy Glass to perform an audit of wireless, voice,
data/Internet, and cloud services at no charge or obligation to the District to evaluate
potential cost savings.
M. Resolution Ratifying Additional Contract for Emergency Electrical Repairs at
Pennsbury High School
MOTION: Move that the Board approves a resolution ratifying additional contract for
emergency repairs and authorizes payment of invoice for emergency electrical repairs at
the Pennsbury High School campus in the amount of $14,229.
N. Edulink Software Program
MOTION: Move that the Board approves the purchase of the Edulink Software Program
PA-ETEP at a cost of $29,418 for the 2020-2021 school year.
O. PlanCon Part J Pennwood
MOTION: Move that the Board approves submission of PlanCon Part J Project Accounting
Based on Final Costs for the Pennwood Middle School Project #3814, as per the
attached. (Appendix B)
P. RFP for Municipal Advisory Services
MOTION: Move that the Board Awards the Request for Proposals for Municipal Advisory
Services to Public Financial Management at a range of $17,500 to $38,000 per
transaction (depending on complexity) for a three-year period beginning July 2020.
Q. RFP for Bond Counsel Services
MOTION: Move that the Board Awards the Request for Proposals for Bond Counsel
Services to Obermayer for a three-year period beginning July 2020, at a cost of $22,000
per transaction, plus out of pocket expenses.
R. RFP for Underwriting Services
MOTION: Move that the Board Awards the Request for Proposals for Underwriting
Services to PNC Capital Markets at a rate of $2.15/$1,000 bonds, for a three-year period
beginning July 2020.
S. Tax Appeals
MOTION: Move that the Board approves the filing of District-initiated real estate tax
assessment appeals on the attached subject parcels identified by the District’s Real
Estate Consultant, as reviewed by the Solicitor and Business Administrator, consistent
with Board Policy 605.1. (Appendix C)
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T. Pro-Vision Bus Cameras
MOTION: Move that the Board approves the purchase and installation of 10 bus camera
systems by Pro-Vision under COSTARS contract 4400021721 at a cost not to exceed
$16,946.91.
U. Oxford Valley Roof Repair Project
MOTION: Move that the District Administration hire Garland/DBS, Inc. to repair the roof
at the Oxford Valley Elementary School under the Master Intergovernmental Cooperative
Purchasing Agreement (MICPA) #PW1925, not to exceed a cost of $102,057.
V. Village Park Water Quality Improvement Project
MOTION: Move that the District Administration reject all bids received on the Village
Park Water Quality Improvement Project.
W. CM3 Building Solutions Maintenance Contract
MOTION: Move that the District Administration issue a purchase order to CM3 Building
Solutions, COSTARS #208977, for $119,100 for Districtwide hardware and software
maintenance service for the school year 2020-2021.
X. High School Chromebook Leases
MOTION: Move that the Board approves the three-year lease of 3,300 HP G8 11 EE
Chromebooks at a cost not to exceed $276,930.57 per year for three years (2020-2021,
2021-2022, and 2022-2023) for a total of $830,791.71 with a $1.00 per
device buyout in year four (2023-2024) for a total of $3,300.00.
Y. Chromebook Repair Service
MOTION: Move that the Board approves the purchase of the Chromebook Repair Service
through AGI at a cost not to exceed $93,600.00.
Vote polled:
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Goldberg
Pallotta
Sanderson
Schwartz
Taylor

- Aye
- Aye
- Aye
- Aye
- Aye

Mrs. Toy-Dragoni
Mrs. Wachspress
Mr. Waldorf
Mr. Kannan

- Aye
- Aye
- Aye
- Aye

The motion was approved 9 – 0 – 0.
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A motion was made by Mr. Goldberg, seconded by Mr. Waldorf that the Board table Item
5 (K) under New Business - Consent Items.
K. Athletic Health and Safety Plan
MOTION: Move that the Board approves the Athletic Health and Safety Plan as
presented.
Vote polled:
Mr. Goldberg
Mr. Pallotta
Mr. Sanderson
Mr. Schwartz
Mr. Taylor

- Aye
- Aye
- Aye
- Aye
- Aye

Mrs. Toy-Dragoni
Mrs. Wachspress
Mr. Waldorf
Mr. Kannan

- Nay
- Aye
- Aye
- Nay

The motion was tabled 7 – 2 – 0.
A motion was made by Mr. Schwartz, seconded by Mr. Sanderson that the Board
combine and approve Item 7A (1 through 9) under Personnel - Professional and
7B (10 through 11) under Addendum - Personnel - Professional and Item
8A (1 through 7) under Personnel - Classified.
7. PERSONNEL - PROFESSIONAL
A. Approval of Personnel - Professional
1. Resignations/Terminations
NAME

TYPE

DATE OF HIRE

EFFECTIVE DATE

Dringus, Aaron

Resignation

08/30/07

06/16/20

Gormley, Jacqueline

Resignation

08/31/15

08/23/20

2. Election of Teachers
NAME
TYPE

SALARY

EFFECTIVE DATE(S)

Cislak, Breanne

Replacement

$57,392

08/26/20-06/15/21

Duncan, Jennifer

Non-Tenure

$54,137 **

09/08/20

Falbo, Andrea

Non-Tenure

$53,345

08/26/20

Harrington, Anne

Replacement

$56,898 *

08/26/20-06/15/21

Kelly, Kathleen

Replacement

$56,777

08/26/20-06/15/21

Michel, Jennifer

Non-Tenure

$50,829

08/26/20

Morrow, Kelli

Replacement

$59,605 **

08/26/20-06/15/21

Roming, Kaitlynn

Replacement

$52,030

08/26/20-06/15/21

Rosso, Karen

Replacement

$53,345 **

08/26/20-06/15/21

* Revised

** Pro-rated – less than full day
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3. Leave of Absence
NAME
Bosack, Tarisa

TYPE
Medical/Child Rearing

SCHOOL
WD

DATE HIRED
08/26/13

EFFECTIVE DATES
10/23/20-11/20/20

4. Leave of Absence - Extended
NAME
Blechman,
Allison

TYPE

SCHOOL DATE HIRED

EFFECTIVE DATES

Child Rearing

AF

08/26/20-06/15/21

08/22/18

5. Change of Contract - 2020-2021 School Year
NAME

FROM

SALARY

McCormick, Brad Dir. of
$135,065
Technology

TO

SALARY

EFFECTIVE DATE

Supervisor of
Educational
Technology

$128,297

07/27/20 *

* Revised
6. Administrative Appointment
NAME
Smith, Alison

TYPE
Administrative
Intern-Special Education

SCHOOL

SALARY

EFFECTIVE DATES

CO

$73,404

09/08/20-12/18/20

* at 2020-2021 salary
7. Title I Summer Library – 2020-2021 School Year
NAME
Dillon, Jennifer
Pesature, Barbara

RATE
$33.49/hr
$33.49/hr

Shire, RoseMarie
Schlosberg, Jennifer

$33.49/hr
$33.49/hr
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8. General and Athletic Supplementals - 2020-2021 School Year
General
Pennsbury High School
Curriculum
Chairpersons
Andolina, Michael
Arbakov, Dana
Drenner, Nathaniel

Physical Education
Lead Guidance - Secondary
English

$2,708.00
$2,708.00
$2,708.00

Garretson, Stacy
Hynoski, Michelle
Johnson, Arlene

Math
Athletic Chairperson
Lead Guidance – Elementary

$2,708.00
$2,708.00
$2,708.00

Lippincott, Michael
MacAdams, Jason
Macauley, Douglas
Pettit, Thomas

Math
Special Education
Science
Physical Education

$2,708.00
$2,708.00
$2,708.00
$2,708.00

Roberts, Michael
Schlosberg, Jennifer
Short, Raymond
Skogen, Robin

Science
Lead Librarian
Social Studies
Special Education

$2,708.00
$2,708.00
$2,708.00
$2,708.00

Smith, Alison
Swope, Megan
Titano, Elizabeth

Lead Psychologist
Social Studies
Foreign Language

$2,708.00
$2,708.00
$2,708.00

Veitz, Laura
Zisa, Michael

English
Computer Science

$2,708.00
$2,708.00

Abdo, Samantha
Abdo, Samantha
Callahan, Catherine
Callahan, Catherine

Student
Student
Student
Student

$1,342.00
$1,226.66
$1,342.00
$1,226.66

Drenner, Nathaniel
Durham, Amanda
Harrington, Anne

Literary Magazine
Newspaper
Forensics (1/2 Split)

$2,013.00
$2,374.00
$1,740.00

Harrington, Anne
Hermann, Michael

Assistant Forensics (1/4 Split)
Computer Center

$ 547.00
$3,547.00

General
Pennsbury High School
Other
Government (1/3 Split)
Council (1/3 Split)
Government (1/3 Split)
Council (1/3 Split)
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8. General and Athletic Supplementals - 2020-2021 School Year (continued)
General
Pennsbury High School
Other
Knox, Ethan
Knox, Ethan
Michael, Carrie

Forensics (1/2 Split)
Assistant Forensics (1/4 Split)
Yearbook –Editorial

$1,740.00
$ 547.00
$2,707.00

Rowe, Morgan
Titano, Elizabeth
Titano, Elizabeth

Assistant Forensics (1/2 Split)
Student Government (1/3 Split)
Student Council (1/3 Split)

$1,094.00
$1,342.00
$1,226.66

VanBuskirk, Jana
Weeden, Breanne
Zurybida, Shawn

Mathletics
Newspaper
National Honor Society

$2,013.00
$1,707.00
$2,080.00

9. Administrative Appointment
NAME

TYPE
Director of
Equity, Diversity
Gibson, Cherrissa and Education

SCHOOL SALARY

EFFECTIVE DATE

CO

08/21/20 *

$142,173

* on or before effective date listed above
B. Addendum - Personnel - Professional
10. Resignations/Terminations
NAME
Carpenter, Mackenzie

TYPE
Resignation

DATE OF HIRE
08/28/17

EFFECTIVE DATE
08/25/20

11. Election of Teachers
NAME

TYPE

SALARY

EFFECTIVE DATE(S)

Bellman, Tara

Replacement

$56,777

08/26/20-06/15/21
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8. PERSONNEL - CLASSIFIED
A. Approval of Personnel - Classified
1. Resignations/Terminations
NAME

POSITION

DATE HIRED

TERM. DATE

REASON

Browning, Karen
Kiernan, Daniel

Cleaner F/T
Auto Mech. P/T

08/28/1997
12/03/2019

07/17/2020
06/24/2020

Retirement
Resignation

2. Leave of Absence
NAME

LOCATION

DATE HIRED

EFFECTIVE DATES

Lomas, Kristin

Walt Disney

04/04/05

08/28/20-10/02/20

3. Change of Contract
NAME
Seals, Amber

FROM
Accounting Clerk
Financial Services

TO
EFF. DATE
Benefits
Specialist HR 08/04/20

SALARY
$26.73 hr.

4. Summer Hours - Custodial Department
NAME
Cleary, Jacob
Hoffman, Virginia

SALARY
$20.43/hr.
$19.11/hr.

5. Summer Hours - Grounds
NAME

SALARY

Evans, Alexander

$9.00/hr.

6. Summer Hours - Maintenance
NAME

SALARY

Giannetti, Dominic
Gogoj, Amy
Mcewing, Joseph
Rigney, Egan

$9.00/hr.
$9.00/hr.
$9.00/hr.
$9.00/hr.
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7. Termination of Employment
EMPLOYEE
#3469

EFFECTIVE DATE
06/02/20

8. TEMPORARY APPOINTMENTS – FOR INFORMATION ONLY
A motion was made by Mr. Schwartz, seconded by Mr. Sanderson that the
Board table Item 7B (12) under Addendum - Personnel - Professional.
12. General and Athletic Supplementals – 2020-2021 School Year
Athletics
Pennsbury High School
Fall
D’Agostino, Sarah
Cass, Timothy
Sims, Leroy
O’Neill, Robert
Mallon, Alyson
Curtis, Traci

Cheerleading Varsity Head Coach (50%)
Cross Country Boys’ Varsity Head Coach
Cross County Girls’ Varsity Head Coach
Cross Country Girls’ Varsity Asst. Coach
Field Hockey Varsity Asst. Coach
Field Hockey Varsity Head Coach

$1,387.00
$3,707.00
$3,707.00
$2,134.00
$3,040.00
$4,947.00

Gober, James
Sannelli, Vincent
Cox, Dennis
Sannelli, Vincent
Garland, Kevin
Sannelli, Vincent
Baker, Blake

Football
Football
Football
Football
Football
Football
Football

Varsity
Varsity
Varsity
Varsity
Varsity
Varsity
Varsity

Asst.
Asst.
Asst.
Asst.
Asst.
Asst.
Asst.

$4,092.30 *
$ 454.70 *
$3,410.25 *
$1,136.75 *
$3,410.25 *
$1,136.75 *
$3,410.25 *

Sannelli, Vincent
Bell, Ian
Yedman, Rocco
McShane, Daniel

Football
Football
Football
Football

Varsity
Varsity
Varsity
Varsity

Asst. Coach (25%)
Asst. Coach
Asst. Coach
Head Coach

Coach
Coach
Coach
Coach
Coach
Coach
Coach

(90%)
(10%)
(75%)
(25%)
(75%)
(25%)
(75%)

$1,136.75
$4,547.00
$4,547.00
$6,841.00

*
*
*
*
*
*

*
*
*
*
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12. General and Athletic Supplementals – 2020-2021 School Year (continued)
Athletics
Pennsbury High School
Fall
May, Curtis
Lindemann, Michael
Stoddart, Thomas
Battiste, Kaitlyn
Lindemann, Kimberly
Battiste, Kaitlyn

Golf Varsity Head Coach
Soccer Boys’ Varsity Asst. Coach
Soccer Boys’ Varsity Asst. Coach
Soccer Girls’ Varsity Head Coach (50%)
Soccer Girls’ Varsity Head Coach (50%)
Soccer Girls’ Varsity Asst. Coach (50%)

$3,055.00
$3,240.00
$4,947.00
$2,473.50
$2,473.50
$1,620.00

*
*
*
*
*
*

Lindemann, Kimberly
Purdy, Tenaz
Paulson, Timothy
Nicholson, Donna

Soccer Girls’ Varsity Asst. Coach (50%)
Tennis Girls’ Varsity Head Coach
Volleyball Girls’ Varsity Head Coach
Equipment Manager

$1,620.00
$4,441.00
$4,441.00
$1,422.67

*
*
*
*

* The amounts may be prorated due to potential pandemic response.
Vote polled:
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Goldberg
Pallotta
Sanderson
Schwartz
Taylor

- Aye
- Aye
- Aye
- Aye
- Aye

Mrs. Toy-Dragoni
Mrs. Wachspress
Mr. Waldorf
Mr. Kannan

- Aye
- Aye
- Aye
- Aye

The motion was tabled 9 – 0 – 0.
Dr. Gretzula introduced and welcomed Dr. Cherrissa Gibson in her new role as
Director of Equity, Diversity and Education. Dr. Gibson thanked everyone for
this opportunity.
9. OTHER BUSINESS
A. Upcoming Meetings
● Special Meeting of the Board Education Committee
7:00 p.m., July 28, 2020 - THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED VIRTUALLY.
● Special Board Meeting
7:00 p.m., July 30, 2020 - THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED VIRTUALLY.
● Board Action Meeting
7:30 p.m., August 20, 2020– THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED VIRTUALLY.
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B. Enrollment Report
The Enrollment Report is posted on BoardDocs.
C. Board Committees and Representation
The Board Committees and Representation list is posted on BoardDocs.
10. SECOND PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. Kannan opened the floor to Second Public Comment at 10:58 p.m. and continued
to read the questions and comments from the public on the attached Google Form
available on the Pennsbury website. (Appendix A)
Mr. Kannan closed Second Public Comment at 11:37 p.m.
11. BOARD DISCUSSION AND COMMENT
The Draft Athletic Health and Safety Plan was tabled and will be revisited. The Health
and Safety Plan was approved and the Health and Safety Q&A will be posted on the
Pennsbury website.
Mr. Schwartz shared comments regarding the opening of school.
Mr. Waldorf reminded everyone that the 2020 Graduation will be held on July 21st
and July 22nd at Falcon Field and will be streaming live on You-Tube.
Mr. Taylor thanked the Administration for all of their hard work.
12. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Mr. Schwartz, seconded by Mrs. Wachspress and unanimously
approved with no abstentions to adjourn the meeting at 11:41 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Christopher M. Berdnik
Board Secretary
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First Name
of person
submitting
comment:

Last Name of
person
submitting
comment:

Please select the
municipality of your
residency.

Please select the
topic(s) of your
public comment.

Please type your comments below.

Michael

Lubanski

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening The Health and Safety Plan says "A portion of students will report to school in groups for in-person instruction while other classmates
In-Person Learning will learn virtually. These groups will alternate to limit the number of individuals who come into contact with each other throughout the
school day."

Shannon

Lopez

Yardley

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

First, thank you SO much for all you are doing. I can not imagine the flood of information, changes, and opinions you are dealing with.
You are all in such a tough spot and our family is so grateful for the work you are doing.
We have 2 kids in PSD (4th at Edgewood and 8th at Boehm). Due to a medical condition, we have come to the decision that we will not
send our kids to in-person schooling this year. I was encouraged today to see TR Cannon's post that there is consideration for a
synchronous virtual program. Based on the Spring, we feel strongly this is what is best for our kids. The teachers and
administration did an amazing job in the Spring, under such difficult circumstances, but it just wasn't what our kids needed
from an academic or engagement perspective.
We are hopeful that PSD will create a worthy synchronous virtual program as we would love to keep our kids here so they are still in
sync with their friends and can interact or at least discuss class items and get help from one another. And, should we need to leave, we
hope it would be temporary.
So, in case you're keeping count, especially given that cyber schools take part of the PSD budget, please know that our 2 students will
move to a cyber charter school without a virtual option that is synchronous. Wow, as I read that, it sounds so threatening and it's
not intended to be, but I don't know another way to write it! As a business person, I like to have as much info as possible in making a
decision, so thought I'd provide our $0.02. Thanks for reading!

Robert

Minton

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning,
Fall Reopening In-Person
Learning, Fall
Reopening - Safety

The current plan on the table, based on prevailing circumstance up to and during the start of the current school year that could force a
change, the hybrid approach seems to be the only plan that makes sense, as the district can be ready to pivot to either full online
learning or full on campus learning much easier, based on the where the community stands with Covid-19 infection rates. With both
approaches in play, pivoting and the continuity of learning will be much more favorable for the students and their long term academic
wellbeing.

Please define the word "portion" of students and the criteria that will be used to determine that portion. Also, please define how
often the groups will alternate.

I will say that I still have concerns and worry that a lack of funding support from the state and federal level to help districts that are
challenged for cash (like ours), will lead to only the basic, minimum safety precautions being implemented.
I completely understand and empathize with families that may have to make drastic lifestyle changes to have a parent home with their
kid most of the time, especially K-5 parents, but that unfortunately is the circumstance we are all facing, and hopefully this will not last for
more than this school year.
It is important we all keep an open mind, put safety first. Have a robust screening and tracking protocol in place, which should include
a weekly questionnaire to households and at a certain age to the students. For instance, did you travel out of the area in the past
week and to where? Did you or a member of your family travel, etc. Travel especially to areas with increased infection rates seems to
be an additional driver of spread.
And for anyone that does not believe kids can spread Covid-19 (for now at a lesser level), simply look at recent summer camp closures
where kids were sent home to infect their entire family (in Dallas, TX and other places).
As a board, please put safety first!
Alexis and
Brian

Powers

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

In the event we need to continue to need a virtual learning environment, I think there should be a single on-line delivery method for
all students in the same grade level in the Pennsbury school district. Consideration should be given to lesson delivery via the
cable TV public access channels, and then homework assignment and submission through Google Classrooms to assigned teachers.

Jill

Olivant

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening How will Specials/Electives be handled? Will Middle School still have all their specials? Also, I wanted to bring up 'hands-on' elective
In-Person Learning classes in the high school, specifically like Art Major classes. These are important elective classes for some students(if pursuing
career in Art) and these classes are not easily done online. They also tend to have lower enrollments so there should be no problems
with them spreading out in the classroom and wearing masks. Just wanted to put it out there that these classes should try to stay in
person as much as possible. Thanks!

Kristin

Kiley

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

It looks like there will be some type of virtual learning again this school year. My question is will there be synchronous lessons held
on a consistent basis as opposed to prerecorded tutorials or YouTube videos. At the elementary level it is very difficult for them to
connect to a document or a video without their teacher. I am a teacher myself in NJ and I met with the entire class weekly and more for
special events. Four days a week I conducted live reading, writing, and math lessons in small groups as well as individually as needed.
My boys teachers were amazing teachers but they did not get as much out of the districts plan with virtual learning restrictions. I hope
that the model of virtual learning takes on a more consistent, interactive, and academically stimulating plan.

Rochelle

Forman

Re: PSB Education Committee presentation PDF dated July 9, page 48/Plan D. Hello! Will Plan D definitely be available, regardless
of the main plan that is chosen? If so, how would we register our child for this option? Thank you!

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

Laura

Falls

Fall Reopening How will IEPs be accommodated? Some schools last year were able to offer the assistance and then others, like my son's, provided
Virtual Learning,
no assistance. Even title 1 was additional worksheets but no assistance. A kid can't be expected to do another math worksheet if he
Fall Reopening didn't understand the material to begin with.
In-Person Learning

Laura

Falls

Fall Reopening Last year, our elementary school class received ZERO instruction aside from a 2-5 minute Khan Academy math video. Is their a
Virtual Learning,
plan to offer actual instruction for remote learning?
Fall Reopening In-Person Learning

Jason

Falls

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning,
Fall Reopening In-Person Learning

In the spring, the specials area work was a bit overwhelming for elementary parents who work full time to assist kids with. I
would've much rathered there not be music assignments, etc. It was especially aggravating that elementary teachers asked kids to
record themselves doing things. We do not allow our son to use the webcam for his protection. If they do require the specials, please
be sure they do not require webcam usage as it is inappropriate and unsafe for small children to use.

Y. Kim

Falls

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

Slide 29 of the "Phased School Reopening Health & Safety Plan" states that the Education Planning Committee is "CONSIDERING"
options to increase the capacity to offer online learning to families whose students are unwilling to return to school. However, slide 53 of
the same presentation states that the students "MAY" continue their studies completely online. Which is it exactly? For the students
unwilling to return, is full-time online learning option DEFINITELY being offered or is this option only being CONSIDERED by the
committee at this time?

Ann

Warner-Ault

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

Hello! I truly appreciate you listening to parent comments and feedback. My daughter is going to be a 9th grader at PHS and is
scheduled for all honors classes. Will she be able to enroll in honors classes remotely? Thank you!!

Jennifer

Smoyer

Falls

Fall Reopening Safety

if a student or staff has an exposure to a Covid positive person, but they are asymptomatic, are they able to continue to come to
school and are they required to be tested. Will the other parents be notified of the close exposure.

Jenna

Capuano

Falls

Fall Reopening Safety

after reading the superintendent letter, I wonder if it would be a better option to have the kids grouped for mond and Tue, deep clean
the school Wednesday and then have the second group go Thursday and Friday.
Thank you for your time and dedication during these unprecedented times.

Melanie

Morgan

Falls

Fall Reopening If my daughter cannot attend in school learning, the teachers should all report to their classrooms and teach the students in a live
In-Person Learning zoom as they normally would. Classes should be the same time frame and they would normally be with students logging onto each
class at the appropriate time.

Elizabeth

Farrell

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

I was wondering if selecting plan D will effectively remove your children from the community of their elementary school? Will it be
conducted at a district level or a school level for elementary? If we chose plan D and re-enroll in regular school at the end of the
first semester, will the student still be placed with the teacher and in the class that was planned the previous spring?
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Heather

Rugghia

Falls

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning,
Fall Reopening Safety

I'd like to give my input on school re-opening. I never received a Survey and I'm extremely upset and angered over that. This is
something we all need to work together on, us as parents and as part of this community should have a deep influence on how reopening would even work if even possible at all. These are our children and we should really have a say on if we even feel
comfortable on the schools re-opening. I dont see how a school district can sit here and say its safe to re-open HOWEVER, your
children must do x, y and z if we do. I cant possibly imagine how any one thinks children in elementary school know or understand or
even care how to social distance or expect them to wear masks through out the entire day. I know im not the only parent that feels
this way. If a public pool, summer camps, and restaurants cannot open at all or operate at full capacity how can you safely re open
schools? You have staff who are elderly, or staff who go home to their elderly parents or grandparents that they take care of, you have
children with auto immune diseases, you think its safe to re-open? I'd be semi comfortable with Plan B, and completely comfortable
with Plan C. Plan A is not ok or D as that leaves it up to the parents to decide whether their child attends a school thats open
thats a huge burden you would be putting on us as parents, as im sure with Plan A or D you'd be requiring some sort of waiver or form
be signed that if my children contracted the virus you wouldn't be held liable it would be on is as the parents because we chose to send
them to school knowing its un safe.

Tanya

Ellis

Falls

Fall Reopening Personally I believe Plan A is the best option and love that Plan B is available for those who need it or feel more comfortable with
In-Person Learning that option.
1) it is scientifically proven that isolation is emotionally, mentally and physically detrimental especially for children.
2) these are the reasons: maintaining healthy immune systems, avoiding childcare costs and working parents needs, better instruction
with in person teaching, social needs of the children to be mentally and emotionally healthy and developmentally on course for life.

Joanie

Bentz, B.S., M.
Ed., BC

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening In-Person
Learning, Fall
Reopening - Other

Please consider the following when making a decision on schools re-opening in the fall.
In regard to masks:
Requesting for further information regarding the extensive wearing of masks and children.
● Requesting safety studies of extensive mask wearing for children.
○ Respiratory Effects
○ Pulmonary Effects
○ Immunological Effects
○ Psychological Development
○ Cognitive Development
○ Social Development
● Studies on the safety of children wearing masks during physical activities both indoors and outdoors.
● Studies on the safety of children wearing masks outdoors in high temperatures and humidity.
Questions on the effects of mask wearing on children’s learning and development.
● Concern for the effects of the distraction a face covering will be on their ability to learn.
● The inability to read facial and discern facial expressions and the confusion and feeling of isolation that can cause children.
● Seeing how the mouth forms letter sounds and words is imperative to new and emerging readers. It is paramount to children with
hearing impairment. It is needed for learning support for children with learning and reading difficulties.
● The impact the child’s ability to identify faces.
Children with Medical Exemptions:
● How can parents be assured that their child will not be pressured into wearing a mask by other students, teachers or staff members?
● How can parents be assured that their child/children will not be treated differently than the other children by teachers, staff members
and other students?
● What precautions are being put in place to prevent bullying of medically exempt children within the schools and what are the
ramifications if any of the above issues does occur?
OSHA’s Classroom Air Quality Standards:
Requests for further information on how the classroom air quality is impacted due to the filtration through cloth face coverings.
● Studies on the air quality filtered through cloth face coverings (both natural and synthetic fabrics) and how it impacts the wearer during
extensive wear.
● Supporting information on how filtered air quality through cloth face coverings will be monitored and maintained to make sure it meets
OSHA’s IAQ standards.
Overall Psychological Effects:
Concerns for the overall mental health of the children.
● Due to the abruptness and instability COVID-19 has caused many children have been left with experiencing anxiety, depression, fear,
insecurity, parental job loss, loss of homes, food shortages in the home.
● Many students will not be returning to the schools as the same children they left as. What measures and resources will be in place to
meet their mental health needs?
● What training will be given to staff to ensure that their personal fears and feelings are not impressed on impressionable students?
● How will parents be assured that their children will not be made to feel responsible for making adults feel better about their adult
feelings and responsible for the health of others?
● Address the concern of mandating children/students do things they are not comfortable doing and going against their autonomy.
Assumption of Liability:
Who holds liability?
● Liability for bacterial lung infections due to extensive mask wearing.
● Liability for bacterial mouth and facial infections due to extensive mask wearing.
● Liability for fungal mouth and facial infections due to extensive mask wearing.
● Liability for the injuries caused by mask wearing.
○ Passing out
○ Injuries due to passing out
○ Sports injuries due to mask wearing
○ Physical Education injuries due to mask wearing
○ Recess injuries due to mask wearing

Deborah

Perry

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning,
Fall Reopening In-Person
Learning, Fall
Reopening - Safety

What happens when high school students return to in-school (or virtual school) that starts at 7:20 am? In a few weeks the students
become run down and tired. What happens when students are run down and tired? According to the CDC and other medical
associations, their immune systems are compromised and they are more prone to contract viral infections (such as Covid 19). What
happens when students are infected with Covid 19? They become sick and miss school or they spread it to family members & staff.
(Also, switching between in-school & virtual instruction with inconsistent start times would be "messy" as far as sleep patterns are
concerned and a lot of parents would have a hard time having to self regulate). This is a great time to seize the moment and change to
healthy start times now that everything about school has changed. Thanks for listening.

Michelle

Fish

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

I appreciate that you are considering the option of having able and willing Pennsbury teachers lead the virtual learning for Plan D.
This is a model that I would prefer for my child and am hopeful this will be a viable option. I do have a few questions...
1. I see that there would be an option to move from Plan D to whatever plan the district is using. Will this be available as well after
the second marking period or third marking period? I feel that would be beneficial for families to have that flexibility in case their
chosen option does not work out for whatever reason at whatever point in time. On the other hand, if a parent choses the plan that the
district implements and subsequently feels uncomfortable, is there the option to switch to Plan D at any time?
2. I am curious about the timing for when the decision will need to be made by parents. Will we also have the flexibility to change
our mind closer to the start of school if the number of cases begins to climb as we approach fall?
Thank you

Kate

Milliken

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening In the letter from the superintendent, staggered transitioned times are mentioned for elementary and middles schools- why is the
In-Person Learning highschool left out of this precaution -
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Holly

Ferry

Falls

Fall Reopening Do we have any idea why for the hybrid option (B) they have the days organized like they do? I thought it would 2 days with group a,
In-Person Learning cleaning day, then 2 days with group b, then clean again.
So the deep cleaning days would be between each group.
What is the rationale of a, b, a, b, empty? Beyond reducing the number of kids physical in the buildings, how does it lessen possible
transmission?

Rich

Tustin

Yardley

Fall Reopening Safety

Option A outlined in Dr. Gretzula's letter states universal masking will be required all day based on Governor Wolfs recent guidines.
However, it does not specifically state universal masking would be required all day in option B. I think it is important to require all day
universal masking in both scenarios due to the fact that kids will not maintain social distance. It has been proven that masking
reduces transmission and although children are not as affected by the Sars-COV-2 virus they could be asymptomatic carriers infecting
vulnerable people in our population.

John

Oleynick

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Safety

What does the health and safety plan mean when it says a 6 foot distance will be maintained if feasible? Will it be feasible in most
classrooms? Where a 6 foot distance is not feasible, please consider requiring masks to make up for the reduced safety from the
reduced distance (regardless of whether the Governor's order on masks is rescinded).

Jen

Blohm

Falls

Fall Reopening In-Person
Learning, Fall
Reopening Athletics, Fall
Reopening - Other

Please reopen the schools and allow theses kids to play their sports.

Shara

Cooper

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

Sarah

Perez

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Safety

For the Full Online Programming Option (Plan D), at the Pennsbury High School Level:
1. Is Plan D through the Pennsbury School District with Pennsbury teachers having the knowledge of the subject and credentials to be
teaching the Honors/AP level courses?
2. How will the credit system work at the High School Level towards graduation if only the four core subjects are given without any
electives?
3. Will each student be supported by a Pennsbury educator with the appropriate credentials in each subject to assist students in
each academic ability (Honors/AP)? - How often will they be able to communicate?
4. Will Plan D students be synchronous with other virtual students or asynchronous?
5. Will grading systems go back to the standard letter grade?
6. How will virtual students take standardized tests (Keystones, SAT, ACT, AP Exams)?
Prior to Covid-19, parents would give a child a Tylenol and send them to school. Parents will still need to work. What’s stopping them
from doing the same behaviors as before and sending a child to school with Covid?
Some parents don’t send their children to school with breakfast, so relying on parents to take a daily temperature or monitor closely
for possible side effects is somewhat far fetched of an idea.
If someone is infected, how long is the quarantine period, and is that for all family members (Siblings) who attend (various grades)?
What about teachers and issuing make-up work for said students?
Beyond my concern for daily interactions and the increased likelihood that the disease will spread, active shooter drills are sadly, still
necessary to conduct. With the concern being of students mental health, some Individuals might be more enraged right now due to
quarantine and therefore, super sensitivity to this matter is necessary.
More importantly, how is it possible to conduct social distancing while conducting active shooter drills? How will my children be safe
given such horrid scenarios? What plan do you have in place? What about fire drills? 6 feet apart does not seem viable.
Elementary aged children: a mask all day long?! I don’t know how a teacher is going to teach with monitoring mask wearing at the
same time! The likelihood of elementary aged children removing or lowering their mask frequently is nearly expected and thus
increasing face area touching (aka spread of germs). What plan is in place to address this?

Cindy

kelleher

Falls

Fall Reopening Athletics, Fall
Reopening - Other

my son has IEP he needs mrs. Strauss to get through the obstacles. He even had a hard time when he had day 1 day 2 he always
clocked in with her instead of day 2 gym. We try but I graduated 1990 everything has changed in teaching. I went to school for medical
assistant after school my boss is his doctor so common sense if he is sick I'm keeping him home my boss guides me if need to. Is
temperature going to mandatory we can do it at home but thats us. Is the school going to do like we do in the office before you
walk in you get scanned? This way parents don't send sick kids to school?

Nate

G

Falls

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning,
Fall Reopening In-Person
Learning, Fall
Reopening Athletics, Fall
Reopening Safety, Fall
Reopening Transportation, Fall
Reopening - Other,
Staffing

Why are we discussing opening schools in just a few weeks? Especially the high school? How many students pass through those
doors every day? What are the repercussions for not wearing a mask? “Social distance” detention? Suspension? Are the current
custodians picking up the extra slack for cleaning and sanitizing everything all day? How many nurses will be on staff to help with
situations and checking students?

Nina

Weiss

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

I appreciate the tenuous situation the board, parents, students and teacher are in. Especially given the diverse range of needs
which need to be met for each and every student of our district. Given this, I urge the board in finalizing its plans to differentiate
between the needs of elementary, middle and high school students. As the parent of two high schoolers, I am only able to speak to
what I perceive to be the needs of high schoolers. Even though high schoolers are independent, smart, and capable, they nonetheless
need their teachers' guidance, support, motivation, and approval. By this age they have developed deep and meaningful connections
with PHS staff and their peers. These connections are invaluable. Teens also have a great need for structure. I therefore suggest
the need for:
1. Live, synchronous classes for high schoolers in any virtual format that may need to be established.
2. Organized, scheduled small group discussions for high schoolers in any virtual format that may need to be established.
3. The recording of live sessions and the provision of sufficient Wifi to address issues of equity.
There was a sense during the spring that teens are self-sufficient and therefore able to structure their own days, own meets, and their
own time. To some extent this is true. But they are still children in need of structure, guidance and organized educational interactions
with teachers and peers. The most meaningful education at this age derives from group interactions. Therefore, please do not discount
high schoolers’ unique needs in plans for virtual learning. They have grown to love Pennsbury and it is our responsibility to continue
cultivating their connections. Given their independence at this age, we can be innovative and create a model to be emulated. Thank
you.

Suzanne

Rozick

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning,
Fall Reopening In-Person
Learning, Fall
Reopening - Other

While I would love to have school reopen as it did last fall, I recognize that vaccine development, testing and wide spread availability
Take time. Social development, especially during these middle school years is just as important as academics. I would welcome
seeing option (e) implemented to provide 4-day consistency with peers in school AND provide for the 10 day out of school
with the 4-day online learning. A mix of live classroom /with breakout group learning and individual learning are welcomed. And I do
hope you will consider rethinking the annual calendar- perhaps with less holiday/teacher days off allowing for less interruption and
an earlier end to this unique school year(ie end of May). I look forward to a confirmed 2020-21 school year approach so that I have
time to ready my child and approach my employer to adapt to the new “normal” school year.

Also he is going into his senior year as a varsity wrestling captain this year he wants to know personally what is going on with
sports?
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Joanie

Bentz, B.S., M.
Ed., BC

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening In-Person
Learning, Fall
Reopening - Other

✅Below is clear evidence about the ineffectiveness of masks. I would appreciate that these facts would be addressed immediately.
AMA: The Journal of the American Medical Association is a peer-reviewed medical journal published 48 times a year by the American
Medical Association. On their website, JAMA states:
When Should a Mask Be Used?
"Face masks should be used only by individuals who have symptoms of respiratory infection such as coughing, sneezing, or, in some
cases, fever... Face masks should not be worn by healthy individuals to protect themselves from acquiring respiratory infection because
there is no evidence to suggest that face masks worn by healthy individuals are effective in preventing people from becoming ill."
"Arguments Against Wearing A Face Mask" by Ventura County CA Health Officer
This is a very helpful, must-see PDF dated April 27, 2020. Dr. Levin deserves credit for refusing to issue a facemask order in Ventura
County. Unlike all the bureaucrats who issue these orders with no medical evidence, Dr. Levin actually posted 14 medical studies
backing up his rationale. The 14 excerpts listed are very easily understood and digested. I highly suggest everyone read this short list
because it includes several negative health effects of cloth masks which are not well known and are rarely if ever discussed, even
among the 'anti-mask' crowd.
Study Reveals The long-term negative effects of face coverings on ventilatory function.
These are very revealing excerpts from a professional university medical study conducted in Saudi Arabia in 2012, on the health effects
of using face coverings known as "niqab". The study used 38 young healthy non-smoking and non-obese women. 18 of them wore face
coverings for 4 or more hours per day and the rest did not. Note that in many references the doctors compare the effects with those of
face masks. This is one of the few studies done on the long term negative medical effects of face coverings.
The University of Texas UT MD Anderson Cancer Center Ask the Research Medical Library:
Q. Are cloth masks safe and effective for preventing the spread of COVID-19? Apr 01, 2020
Summary of Evidence:
We found no validated evidence to support the use of cloth masks to protect against the spread of COVID-19.
1. Cloth masks are not recommended for healthcare professionals, particularly in high-risk situations. Moisture retention, reuse of cloth
masks, and poor filtration may result in increased risk of infection.
Doctor says face mask is "basically a giant Petri dish you have strapped to your face"
Dr. David Lang, M.D., of Wisconsin explains: "Walking around with an ill fitted cloth mask is merely a reservoir for moisture and other
disease causing bacteria. It most certainly will not stop any virus. Plus, every time you touch the mask and your face with your
unwashed hands you are merely seeding your mask with any bacteria you picked up. It is basically a giant Petri dish you have strapped
to your face."

Joseph

Gladstone

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening In-Person
Learning, Fall
Reopening Safety, Fall
Reopening - Other

Why is that I do not see anything mentioned around temperature checks and COVID-19 testing?
Regarding temperature checks, many businesses, community buildings, and places where people frequent are using various types of
thermometer type technologies (for example, a wrist scan or face scans) to gauge ones body temperature is “normal” as a pre-screen
requirement prior to being granted entry. Wouldn’t it be smarter and safer for all staff, faculty, students and families if everyone entering
any and all school buildings / facilities were temperature screened and only allowed entry if their temperature is “normal”?
Further, I didn’t see any mention of “contact tracing” in the event of unfortunately anyone were to be confirmed positive with COVID19. Is there a plan in place or being developed to do contact tracing?
Lastly, I did not see any mention to testing and or self quarantine. When summer camps were considering opening for this summer,
many did not in the tri-State area, every one of them had some sort of testing policies and plans in place. For example, if the plan is to
have some level of In-Person learning this coming school year, wouldn’t it be best to have all staff, faculty and students self quarantine
for a week or two prior to the school year beginning and then administer or make it mandatory that all staff, faculty and students are
tested, at least once if not twice, prior to anyone being given the ‘green light’ to enter for in-person learning?

Denise

Fishman

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Other

Will students starting in a new school (K, 6th or 9th) year be able to have a orientation day as they usually would .

Nate

G

Falls

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning,
Fall Reopening In-Person
Learning, Fall
Reopening Athletics, Fall
Reopening Safety, Fall
Reopening Transportation, Fall
Reopening - Other,
Facilities, Staffing

I hope every one of you who want to send kids back to school in-person take a good look at WHY you’re doing this. You’re going to
carry that weight. When your child comes home with a fever, just repeat that reason like a mantra. Print it up and put it with your family
pictures. Make a bumper sticker out of it. When your teenager gets off the bus telling you that someone was coughing all over them, just
reassure them of your reason. Don’t forget to tell grandma, either, because she’s going to ask you how she got pneumonia. Let it be
your “raison d’etre”. You’re going to carry that weight a long time.

Melissa

Wayne

Yardley

Fall Reopening Safety

Will there be routine, scheduled Covid testing of all staff if an in-person or hybrid model is chosen?

Dana

Ludwiczak

Yardley

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

Covid is still not going away. I am very Leary of school restarting and having large crowds. Both my kids have asthma so it worries
me.

Eivind

Sandstrand

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Should it be decided to attend school in person part/full time, will the district ensure that children from the same family will have the
In-Person
same rotation days?
Learning, Fall
Reopening Safety, Fall
Reopening Transportation, Fall
Reopening - Other

Eivind

Sandstrand

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

What's the difference between Plan C and D in terms of tools, instruction, rigor, etc.?

Helen

Williamson

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

My daughter, who will be a Senior this year, has significant anxiety and a long-standing diagnosis of mental health issues. I cannot send
her to school knowing that she will suffer more due to stress. I hope there is a way that she and other students can learn virtually this
school year and still graduate. Please don’t overlook mental health issues as you plan the upcoming school year. Thank you.

Anila

Veludurthi

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

I would prefer virtual class room sessions Kind of home schooling instead of in person

Dena

Seiple

Falls

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning,
Fall Reopening In-Person Learning

I understand the hybrid model. But what I don't understand is why they are not keeping the same group together, clean, then have the
2nd group, then clean again. The information given from the committee meeting last week showed the a, a, clean, b, b, clean model.
The model in the superintendent's letter has it a, b, a, b, cleaning day. So the groups are alternating without a deep cleaning day
between. If we are trying to reduce transmission rates, wouldn't the two-day grouping with cleaning between cohort groups be more
effective than every other cohort groups with no cleaning between?
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Daniella

Alejandro

Lower Makefield

Director of Equity,
Diversity and
Education.

What exactly will this department focus on? Will there be a specific focus on support for black students (as opposed to just
POC)?

Jeffrey and Buxton
Janelle

Yardley

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning,
Staffing,
Technology

1) Has consideration been given to having the teachers rotate from classroom to classroom instead of the students? That would
limit contact/infection. Each student could be assigned a "home room" where they remain throughout the entire day with the same
group of children.
2) How will lunch be handled?
3) For Plan C and D--Will the lessons be instructed by a teacher for all classes all day via computer or is the intent to have students
work independently off a list of assigned work (as was done this past spring)?
4) Regarding Plan D--Would the full online programming option consist of an actual teacher(s) presenting work in front of the
students on their computers at home (i.e. teacher led classes with student participation) or is it more of an independent program?
5) In the information that was attached to Dr. Gretzula's letter date July 16, it states under Requirements of the Pennsbury School
District Health and Safety Plan that "students must wear face coverings within 6 feet." However, later in the information, under Plan
A, it is stated that "in most classrooms the social distancing for desks is approximately 3 feet." Then again under Plan B, it is
stated that desks will be 6 feet apart. Can clarification be made, because there are conflicting messages throughout. The 3 feet
distancing seems inconsistent with the recommended guidelines set forth by the CDC. Why aren't the desks being spaced 6 feet apart
throughout?

Margarita

Symons

Falls

Fall Reopening In-Person
Learning, Fall
Reopening Athletics

Kristin

Savoy

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Would hope to see some type of in person learning combined with a more robust virtual learning program and I am really hoping we
In-Person
can have athletics in the fall and if you are considering canceling athletics at least consider having varsity sports a lot of these athletes
Learning, Fall
are relying on sports for scholarships to college.
Reopening Athletics, Fall
Reopening - Safety

Chrystal

Miller

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

If we opt for virtual option, will there be support for IEP and 504 plans that are in place?

Kristin

Boekamp

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

I would like to recommend the board consider a virtual option as presented in choice C; however, provide a location for those who
require it, staffed by personnel and at no cost to the family. Please see the link below. Implementing this format shows that
Pennsbury values the health and lives of its families and staff members, while also considering the needs of essential workers, those
who might need additional support, and those support staff who might otherwise be laid off. However, no one should be required to work
in a building during a pandemic if they are uncomfortable. https://www.hcps.org/Communications/All%20Virtual%20Announcement.pdf?
fbclid=IwAR2wmVjaIptiGNfRTJwFNVrxQ-enUvvdrmBvqU8T1DRtV3in6RUC2iEyVPg

In conclusion, we are advocates of full online instructional teaching provided by the appropriate Pennsbury subject teacher throughout
the entire school day.
How are we going to allow our children to go to school when we can not even go to the doctors office in person?

I hope that you will consider a rigorous online learning option, rather than Edgenuity for students who will be learning virtually. I fear
the district with lose many more students to cyber charter schools if this is the case.
Lastly, the hybrid model rotation should not rotate groups every other day, but every two days with a day of cleaning between groups.
Chrystal

Molnar

Lower Makefield

I acknowledge the difficult situation that school districts currently find themselves in and fully support students returning to school inFall Reopening In-Person Learning person. I support students returning full time and according to the survey results that were submitted, over 70% of parents across all
Pennsbury schools support students returning to school in some manner this fall. My question is related the handling of students if they
become sick as described on page 31-34 of the PDF document. What type of training will be provided to teachers and staff to
ensure students are not isolated or sent home (and therefore required to obtain clearance from the BCHD) for other types of sickness
such as the common cold?

Lori

Katz

Falls

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

In the letter from Dr. Gretzula today, does Plan C mean that the teachers wouldn't be teaching in "real" time? Would the kids have to
sign in before noon and do the work on their own? I can get behind online learning if it's in real time, but when you give a high
schooler the freedom to do it on their own it doesn't work for most of the population. Kids need a schedule, they need to get up and sit
in front of the computer and interact with the teacher and the other students.

Kim

Ross

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

My daughter has told me that she would prefer to continue using Google Classroom instead of switching to Canvas as the
primary online platform since the majority of her classes have utilized Google Classroom.

Colleen

Rimel

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Regarding Plan B: When the students are at home for remote work will the classes be live streamed so they are able to view the
Virtual Learning,
lesson? Or is it the intent to have the teacher teach the same lesson separately to Group A and Group B? If this is the case won't the
Fall Reopening students only be learning 50% of the curriculum?
In-Person Learning
Regarding Plan C: Will the children be receiving the same level of education online as they would if they were physically
attending school? We found the asychronous learning to be less than ideal. While they may have learned some new topics it was not
at the level they were used to. Would the "synchronous instructional opportunities" be actual classes with lessons and direct
interaction with the teachers or just class meetings if they have any questions?

Joseph

Spado

Lower Makefield

Kirk

Runton

Falls

Fall Reopening In-Person
Learning, Fall
Reopening Athletics, Fall
Reopening - Safety

As a father of a student in the middle school setting, I am approaching this year's opening with a bit of trepidation. While I do think
the "in school" experience is important, I also feel that it must be weighed against the overall health of our students, faculty and
support staff. It is why I fully support the Plan B option that is being considered. I do however have a few concerns that should be
addressed: First, are there any plans in place to have the staff and support staff regularly tested for COVID 19 to minimize the risk
of transmission? Second, I would support temperature checks prior to entering the schools. Third, I have always supported the
athletics and extra curricular activities in the past but I feel the any activity, sports programs or clubs that put our children and teachers
"at risk should be avoided until a vaccine is readily available.
Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to this discussion, Kirk Runton

Joseph

Gladstone

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening In-Person
Learning, Fall
Reopening Safety, Fall
Reopening - Other

Why is that I do not see anything mentioned around temperature checks and COVID-19 testing?

Will resources be made available for Seniors who are applying to college?
Fall Reopening I love my son's school and this district but if school is not full participation on a weekly basis I will lose my job. I work in NYC
Virtual Learning,
for the Federal Government. They will be requiring me to shop up in person at least three days a week. Child care will be impossible
Fall Reopening and this will put me in a very bad position. I am sure many families share the same concern. Please address this.
In-Person Learning

Regarding temperature checks, many businesses, community buildings, and places where people frequent are using various types of
thermometer type technologies (for example, a wrist scan or face scans) to gauge ones body temperature is “normal” as a pre-screen
requirement prior to being granted entry. Wouldn’t it be smarter and safer for all staff, faculty, students and families if everyone entering
any and all school buildings / facilities were temperature screened and only allowed entry if their temperature is “normal”?
Further, I didn’t see any mention of “contact tracing” in the event of unfortunately anyone were to be confirmed positive with COVID-19.
Is there a plan in place or being developed to do contact tracing?
Lastly, I did not see any mention to testing and or self quarantine. When summer camps were considering opening for this
summer, many did not in the tri-State area, every one of them had some sort of testing policies and plans in place. For example, if the
plan is to have some level of In-Person learning this coming school year, wouldn’t it be best to have all staff, faculty and students self
quarantine for a week or two prior to the school year beginning and then administer or make it mandatory that all staff, faculty and
students are tested, at least once if not twice, prior to anyone being given the ‘green light’ to enter for in-person learning?
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Daniella

Alejandro

Lower Makefield

Director of Equity,
Diversity and
Education.

What exactly will this department focus on? Will there be a specific focus on support for black students (as opposed to just
POC)?

Teresa

Cahan

Falls

Fall Reopening I was wondering whether middle and high school students will be switching classes during face to face instruction. Thank
In-Person Learning you.

Kim and
Paul

Miniter

Yardley

Fall Reopening Other

With 4 children in the district, we wanted you to know that we appreciate the hard work of everyone involved. This is an unprecedented
time in our lives. The leadership and thoughtfulness displayed by Dr. Gretzula and Pennsbury's educators and staff is so
tremendously appreciated. I know you don't hear it enough - but thank you for all you do.

Denise

McPhillips

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

I PRAY your Virtual Learning will be NOTHING like Spring 2020. Your district failed our kids and now they are educationally, socially,
and emotionally behind. I truly hope you have a RIGOROUS on line learning, which includes 5.5 hours of educational interaction. All PA
Cyber Schools do it. Why can our district?

Kristen

Garufi

Yardley

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

If we choose to un-enroll our children and enroll in an online charter school or homeschool program for the fall (if Pennsbury
does not offer a virtual option) what are the requirements for re-enrolling at our school when we are ready? Thanks.

Jessica

Liberatore

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Safety

1. How will fire evacuation, active shooter, and other safety procedures be changed, so students and staff can evacuate or
shelter-in-place safety with appropriate physical distancing?
How will trainings and drills be conducted, for both students and staff?
2. In buildings where HVAC systems are providing ventilation to reduce exposure risk: in the event of a breakdown or power outage that
impacts the HVAC system, will staff and students be removed from that building/area? How will ventilation from open windows or
HVAC systems be measured/assessed to ensure it is sufficient to reduce exposure risk - and to ensure the ventilation is
consistently at the correct level?

Elizabeth

Beckelman

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening What is the actual plan for for increasing outside air ventilation/circulation through windows and HVAC systems per building? What
In-Person
priorities are being given to restrooms as well since they are a smaller space with no windows?
Learning, Fall
Reopening - Safety

Kate

Titlow

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning,
Fall Reopening In-Person
Learning, Facilities

With respect to the A/B hybrid scenario, I am wondering why the choice was made for alternating days, with Friday as the shared remote
learning day. One assumption is that there will be a “deep cleaning“ on Friday, however, would the school board consider using cohorts
in clusters, rather than an every other day rotation? For example, Group A would report to school on Monday and Tuesday, the facility
would be deep cleaned that night or on Wednesday morning while the students are home, with a full day in between the two cohorts,
and Group B would report to school on Thursday and Friday. The students could clean their desks and the janitorial staff could spray the
classrooms on Friday, after school. Then, the facility would sit empty for more than 48 hours, until Group A returns. It would seem that,
from a sanitation and infection control standpoint, this may be more effective. Thank you for your consideration of my question! (BTWYou are all doing a great job in a seemingly impossible situation and it’s greatly appreciated by many, many stakeholders. Thank you for
your continued efforts.)

Carrie

Repash

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening In-Person
Learning, Fall
Reopening - Safety

I would like to bring to your attention that there are several places in our community that are offering paid supplemental
placement with tutors for students on days that children are not in school should the decision be that only 2 full days of in person
instruction or complete distance learning is implemented. There is a huge concern that should be considered. Instead of the same kids
being in the same school, and with the same teachers, working parents will pay for this which will lead to increased exposure to other
kids from other schools & districts. The kids can be bringing it back to their school, teachers, staff, and peers. On non class days, kids
will be all going in different directions and then increasing everyone's risk. It seems safer and a decreased risk for the kids and
teachers/staff, to be in the same place each day with the same people under their district and school specific rules. If there is a case it is
easily contained and isolated, finding patient 0 is much more involved when trying to figure out where each kid is during non-school
days. The possibility of closing down one school to quarantine for 2 weeks, vs an entire district or county seems less disruptive and
much safer.
Also, I can't help to think that we can look at our overall community for creative options and solutions. I understand there will be staffing
issues, but there are so many churches and synagogues that are vacant during the day and already have classrooms. Grey Nun
is not in operation anymore & is an empty school sitting on Quarry Rd. There are countless stores and department stores that
are no longer in business. These could offer spaces for 5 days a week of socially distant learning and can be designated for
kids who can have transportation provided.
I hope my first point is considered because I fear that some parents may look for the least expensive option that may not be taking all of
the proper precautions and a local outbreak will be the result. Good luck making these tough decisions. I know we were all hoping to be
in a safer place at this time.

Dana

Haymes

Falls

Fall Reopening With Plan b (combination of in person and virtual learning) I suggest one group attend school Monday and Tuesday and the second
In-Person Learning group attend school Thursday and Friday and the school be deep cleaned Wednesday and Saturday. That will help prevent potential
transmission of disease between the two groups.

Steven

Baker

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning,
Fall Reopening In-Person
Learning, Fall
Reopening Athletics, Fall
Reopening - Safety

I am vehemently opposed to the implementation of Plan A which would bring all students together in a foolhardy, dangerous and
scientifically unsound way.
Plan B, if implemented with extreme care and caution, might possibly be appropriate for some portion of the upcoming school
year. However, there should be no effort to implement that plan at the beginning of the year, barring a dramatic change in the
trajectory of the pandemic, both locally and nationally. There can be no justification for subjecting students or staff to the danger of
in-person instruction under circumstances anything like what currently exists.
The school year should begin with plan C. It is the only safe and responsible approach under the current conditions. While I
recognize the educational disadvantages of fully remote education and have significant worries about my own daughters’ well-being in a
strictly remote environment, those concerns are vastly outweighed by the risk of sickness, permanent damage and even death for
students and staff should the district choose to rush an irresponsible in-person reopening sooner than is advisable. If we cannot learn
the lessons being taught right now by Florida, Texas, South Carolina, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Ohio, California and many other
locations, then none of us have any business claiming that we are looking out for the wellbeing of the children in the Pennsbury school
district.
As for athletics and other activities in the fall, the district should proceed only with the utmost caution. The only consideration
must be the health and safety of students and coaches. We cannot put our children in jeopardy in order to preserve competitive
athletics. For example, it may well be possible to practice some activities but not to compete in those same activities.
For example, my oldest daughter participates in Marching Band. I can see a scenario under which it would be possible to safely do
marching band practice with good social distancing outdoors only. I am much more skeptical about the idea of putting the entire
Marching Band onto buses to travel to football games or band competitions and parades. While it will be a great disappointment for
many students to lose a season or more of athletics or activities, we cannot jeopardize their health, safety and long-term well-being for
the short term benefit of participating in particular activities this fall. I note that several of the parades that our band normally marches in
hip-hop ready been canceled. If the organizers of those events are not willing to put participants in spectators at risk, we should not
even be considering putting our own children at risk.
Throughout this whole time as we move forward, I hope that the Board of Education will be guided by the facts even as those facts
change. We have seen in America what has happened in places that made their decisions about reopening or resuming “business as
usual” based on artificial timelines or political considerations rather than science and health alone. Please do not subject Pennsbury’s
students or staff to the sickness and death that has been seen in so many places and acted irresponsibly in returning to “normal” too
quickly.
Thank you for your time and for, I truly hope, putting the health and safety of all students and staff ahead of any other consideration.
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Joyce

Weist

Falls

Facilities

Will you be adding additional staff throughout the day as well as evening to see that the schools are maintained with sanitation/deep
cleaning?

C

M

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

If a Hybrid model is selected and elementary students will only be the classroom for 2 days per week how will the online
learning that is provided be improved from what was seen during the spring? My child did not receive what I would consider online
learning from her teachers at Quarry Hill during the spring shut down. What changes will be made to make sure that students are
receiving a quality education if they will be required to do virtual learning 3 days per week? Providing YouTube videos and
putting the responsibility on parents for teaching the content to students so they can just receive a participation grade for
turning in assignments (regardless of quality) is not acceptable. Based on what was seen coming out of other school districts, if
Pennsbury continues this method of “teaching” our children will continue to lag behind children from other school districts and this will
have lasting effects. In addition, many working parents will not be able to effectively take over the role of a full time teacher.

Gena

Clark

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Safety

Since I don't think it really matters how many days the students will attend because a virus (or any illness) does hold back because one
will not be there the next day, (and I do not believe the rhetoric from politicians that "children don't catch this" - again viruses are nondiscriminating in human beings. We can stave off the flu with tamiflu but there is nothing for covid19). My concern about in-school
learning is that if anyone contracts covid19 there is no telling how the body will respond and what the long term effects will be.
Like the Epstein Barr virus which is an after effect of mono and possibly other viruses, it is not worth the risk to any child or staff
member. Further, busing has been an issue due to a lack of bus drivers (and possibly working buses? My children's bus broke down
more than once on route). How will busing be handled and who will be cleaning the buses? Thank you so much!

Christian

Carabello

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning,
Technology

It was evident during the remote learning performed this Spring that there was a diversity of capability and competency across our
teachers and approaches (eg. method, tools, intensity, etc.). I expect that this experience will up-level their competency, but this is
clearly an area that requires more intensive training for our staff to optimize the experience. I would like to hear an update on the tools
and training we are providing to optimize distance learning.

Shauna

Menarde

Yardley

Fall Reopening In-Person
Learning, Fall
Reopening Safety, Facilities

My understanding is that school facilities which have an upgraded or improved ventilation system will fair better at reducing the spread
of COVID. What is Pennsbury doing to assess current ventilation within each school, and how will the schools be upgrading to
accommodate for the need this coming year?

Alex

Fraioli

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Safety

I would like to know why there will not be global, temperature, screening for those entering the school. I know this is not %100 effective
but we do not have anything that is. It would make sense to scree as much as we can to help eliminate transfer of the virus as much as
possible.

Beth

Levitan Wright

Yardley

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning,
Fall Reopening Other, Disability
accomodations for
online learning for
students with IEPs

Thank you to the school district for the work you have done to put together this plan for reopening. I work for a similar organization, and
we are in the process of putting together our reopening plan. I can appreciate the time and effort that was necessary to produce this
document. My child is anticipating 4th grade this upcoming school year at Edgewood Elementary. I have read the reopening plan, and
attended last week's virtual meeting. Sadly, in neither the written plan nor the discussion last week, there was no mention
specifically of how to address the needs of children with disability in this proposed model of hybrid education. My child has an
IEP and needs accommodations throughout the school day to aid his learning. The last few months of online education helped me have
a deeper appreciation of how much support he needs from his teachers and support staff to create an environment where he can master
learning. He is 9 years old, and at a critical developmental stage where he needs to master the skills of reading, writing, and math
concepts so that he can "read to learn" for the anticipated 4th grade year and beyond. I watched him struggle with math and writing
concepts online, and I felt overwhelmed and inadequately prepared to support him the way he needs. I am a licensed speech language
pathologist who provides this kind of support to my own clients every day. I have a lot more tools and resources at my disposal than
most to help my son, but I was at a loss for how to help him be completely successful. He had a wonderful 3rd grade teacher at
Edgewood, and my son blossomed in his classroom. Losing out on those last three months of his education will no doubt have future
consequences. I support the hybrid model and want school to reopen as safely as possible, but I am looking forward to the
anticipated online learning with a sense of dread and concern for my son's academic and social well-being. My question to
the leadership is this: How are the special needs of a child like mine going to be met by the school district? Is the district
prepared to offer additional in-class instruction and support for children with disabilities? Will a paraprofessional come to my
home and provide additional support? I would like to hear more about how individual IEP needs will be met with the hybrid model. How
do we keep my son safe but meet his educational needs? Thank you for your time. Respectfully, Beth Wright

Laura

Lawrence

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Safety

How is a M,W ; T/Th plan preferable to a M,T ; Th/F plan? Aren’t the two groups just going to cross contaminate every other day? If the
purpose of splitting up the groups is to distance and limit contamination, then putting Group A & B into the buildings back to back without
an ample chance to air it out and surface clean somewhat makes no sense.

Alex

Fraioli

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Other

I like option B but my understanding was that it would be, Mon-Tue, deep cleaning Wed, and then Thur-Fri. With the first group coming
in Monday and Wednesday and then the second group coming in on Tuesday and Thursday there is no chance for good cleaning
between groups. Why not have Wednesday the virtual day giving the staff time to clean between the groups. With the current shown
Plan B you are allowing the possibility of any infection to spread to all students.

Wioleta

Lewandowska

Yardley

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

Keep the kids home

Stephanie

Kravatz

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Clear face shields are not adequate substitutes for masks as particles can pass under the shield and be left on surfaces. All
In-Person Learning people in school should have masks over nose and mouth and those who can not wear for health reasons should be
encouraged to participate in the online/virtual learning option.
I would also like to hear more details about how the virtual learning will be taking place ie: live interactive lectures/classes vs self taught
and prerecorded lectures as was done in the spring. We must have a better live option to adequately educate these children.
Thank you for all your hard work preparing these plans.

Shauna

Menarde

Yardley

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

Carrie

Cramer

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening How will PE classes be handled at the MS and HS? If locker rooms will not be used, how will students be able to dress for gym? Will
Virtual Learning,
students be expected to wear masks while participating in gym class?
Fall Reopening In-Person Learning

Carlos

Asencio

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning,
Fall Reopening In-Person
Learning, Fall
Reopening - Other

I support plan B

Brooke

Garlits

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

First off, to be clear, I want my children to attend school, in person, 5 days per week.
My concern is regarding virtual learning. Some of the biggest challenge we faced in the Spring were:
- Lack of consistency across teachers and schools in the same district/same grade. For example, speaking with a parents with a child in
a different school, but same grade, they were receiving videos with daily lessons, multiple touch-points, etc. Others, hardly heard from
their teachers.
- The lack of actual learning through the use of on-off "apps" and website. Our children, especially those in elementary school need to
be taught - every day. For plan B, the 3 virtual days of learning, I can't stress enough how high the expectation level is for my children to
receive instruction from the teachers, every day, on multiple subjects. I would like to see the teachers be held accountable for ensuring
this occurs. I know it is listed as an "expectation" but this needs to be enforced.
- Teachers engagement with the kids. They received a lot of "my hands are tied" or "just read the instructions again". There was zero
instruction and a lot of confusion and frustration.

If Pennsbury is to continue with virtual learning this fall, how will the learning be implemented? Will the teachers be teaching
live with their students (synchronous?) or just posting work (asynchronous?) What steps are being taken this summer to better
prepare teachers for teaching virtually this fall?
(Last spring appeared to be more of a 'band-aid' situation everyone did the best they
could but no one was prepared, which caused the academics being taught to be less than adequate.)

Thank you for you energy and time with this. I know this is not an easy task, but worth the effort to get this right for the sake of our
children. We are not looking for a "babysitter" - we are looking for our children to get the education they deserve. That is why we
selected Pennsbury as our school district. And the teachers are more than fairly compensated to make this happen.
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Monica

Asencio

Yardley

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning,
Fall Reopening In-Person
Learning, I support
Plan B

I think it’s important for the kids to have a schedule of classes. Leaving it up to them is a mess. They get up late, forget about
everything and basically they are doing their homework in 5 min just to pass. I’m sure if they have a scheduled online class to attend, at
least they can be held accountable. Also, Teachers need to be available for “after school hours” to help kids who have questions. (At
least an hour using signup genius) thanks

Kathryn

Edwards

Yardley

Fall Reopening I am a physician (pediatrician and allergist/immunologist) and like the AAP and many other pediatricians, I feel very strongly
In-Person Learning that school should reopen for in person learning. I understand the safety concerns for STAFF members however there are
numerous studies from Europe that show no increase in cases after reopening of schools. Also, the use of masks in children has not
been well studied and I think present more harm than good. They do not appear to be significant sources of transmission and despite a
handful of cases of MIS-C worldwide, this still remains a very RARE occurrence (compared to Kawasaki which it has been compared
against and has 3000 cases per year in the US alone). Please keep this in mind when limiting social interaction among kids can cause
significant depression and anxiety. And despite the mainstream opinion, masks are NOT without any risks. Thank you.

Brian

Getson

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening No other country is keeping kids out of school. There is almost zero risk to kids, and zero risk of kids spreading this virus.
In-Person Learning PLEASE site any credible study from medical professionals that advocates for ANYTHING other than in person learning.

Brian

Getson

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening This virus has a 99.9 percent recovery rate. Even higher with children. Why even consider anything other than in person learning with
In-Person Learning appropriate safety measures?

Brian

Getson

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening In person learning should be the ONLY option. If parents, who should be making decisions for their children are not comfortable, thank
In-Person Learning you for offering an online option but ALL other children should be in the classroom. Is there anything other than a political reason for
this not to be the situation in the fall?

Brian

Getson

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Since this virus is MUCH less dangerous to children. Will, from this point forward, schools be closed for all flu seasons? Flu is much
In-Person Learning more dangerous for children and adults.

Brian

Getson

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening I chaperoned a trip to Phillies stadium. The bus driver came inches away from having an accident because she was texting while she
In-Person Learning drove. This situation was infinitely more dangerous to children than the virus. Will you better vet bus companies in the future to keep
kids from this risk?

Faithann

Barron

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Safety, Facilities

Brian

Getson

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening A bus driver in upper bucks county was so drunk while driving kids she tried to drop the elementary school students at the high school.
In-Person Learning This is another risk far higher than the virus. My daughters bus was late EVERYDAY last year by a significant amount of time.
What are you doing to mitigate the risk of poor bus drivers? (obviously this is not the forum for that but it is an example of risks far in
excess of that posed by the virus)

Brian

Getson

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Afton teachers are amazing. If full time in person learning is NOT the option taken in the fall is it because of pressure from the
In-Person Learning union? The union in Los Angeles said they wouldn't return to school unless the police are defunded and college tuition is free. Not sure
what either has to do with teaching kids but was wondering if our district had demands that had nothing to do with teaching kids (this is a
question not a statement about the merits of unions)

Brian

Getson

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Just wondering if, should full time in-person learning is not the option taken in the fall, if the district, apparently making a political
In-Person Learning decision and not one based on ANY medical or health information, has any school tax rebate options, OR, suggestions on how
parents are now supposed to quit jobs and do the job of teachers due to a virus that is statistically almost zero risk to children.

Jennifer

Smith

Falls

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning,
Fall Reopening In-Person
Learning, Fall
Reopening Safety, Fall
Reopening Transportation, Fall
Reopening - Other

Has consideration been given the HS students doing virtual learning which would free up the high schools. The HS could then be used
as additional space for the the lower students. This would alleviate some of the burden on families that will not have a daycare option on
the days students are not in school.

A lot of information has come to light regarding children and their susceptibility to COVID-19 so I have a few questions.
If our preference has changed from hybrid to synchronous distance learning will we be forced to enroll our child in a cyber
charter or will Pennsbury be offering that type of option with Pennsbury teachers?
Will the next parent survey be more specific in asking questions, like will you send your child for in-person learning if masks
are not required?
Will we be able to ensure that our child is in school on the same days as the children of families we are ride sharing and doing
cooperative care with for after school and virtual learning days? If not, then in-person learning definitely cannot work for my family.
I realize that you may not be able to answer all these questions right now but we really need answers soon to these and more to decide
what works for our kids.
I know all of this is difficult and I do appreciate all your hard work.

Barbara

Leitner

Falls

Fall Reopening With the hybrid model. Why mon/weds and tues/Thursday split. Why not mon tues same cohort then weds Thursday alternate cohort.
In-Person Learning Why fridays all from home. Would it make more sense for everyone to be home on weds for cleaning purposes and time for
teaching staff to be out of classroom for day. The split increases potential exposure for everyone. Recommendation would be
Monday Tuesday cohort 1. Thursday friday cohort 2.
Hybrid model. How are title 1 or specials being taught? Are kids remaining in classroom for the day or will they be in specials
areas/rooms?
Teachers - hybrid model puts them back in a classroom full time. What options are available for staff who are compromised and
cannot safely return to that environment?
Want to make public comment verbally on permanent public record

Robert

Abrams

Lower Makefield

Finance, Staffing,
Technology

Julie

Gilliam

Falls

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

My daughter will be in 9th grade this year and she has muscular dystrophy. Her diseased already compromises her lungs, her heart and
it compromises her immune system. I want to make sure that there is a way for her to attend school safely which I believe is virtual
learning.

Katrina

Brooks

Falls

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

Will the 100% virtual option only be offered to children who have medical issues or can families who are uncomfortable given the
pandemic opt for 100% virtual?

Tiffany

MercurieMagee

Falls

Fall Reopening In-Person
Learning, Finance

I want to know if I will get a refund on taxes if school isn't back in session full time. I also own a home in Holland, Pa.

Pra

D

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Safety

Covid- 19 has potential to impact various organs in the body. Kids health being top priority request board to consider safety of kids and
improve virtual classes for fall. We all hear to help u guys.

Nag

D

Yardley

Fall Reopening Safety

Request board to continue virtual learning in fall. Understand challenges, but cannot be traded with long term kids health impact.
Request board to spend time on brainstorming on virtual training challenges with innovative ideas. One idea, organizing virtual
hackathon partnering with community. List out all the challenges and let virtual groups come out with solutions to table for review.
Thanks for opportunity.

Tom

Watson

Yardley

Fall Reopening Will we have the option to choose if our children can be full time virtual learning?
Virtual Learning,
Fall Reopening In-Person Learning

Krista

Scott

Lower Makefield

Equity and diversity I would like to know how the equity and diversity coordinator will ensure that equity work will take place across all levels of the
district, including administrators and school board members, in addition to school staff and students. Likewise, how will the
district hold its systems and staff accountable for change? These are structural issues requiring structural changes.

Erin

Lee

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening In-Person
Learning, Fall
Reopening Transportation

If limited number of students are permitted to attend in person, will students with IEPs be prioritized? Both my sons have IEPs
and really struggled with remote learning this past Spring. Bus transportation is also important and will support working parents to
maintain their job responsibilities.
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Madhvi

sahay

Yardley

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

I am interested for virtual learning, because in my family , we have some medical condition, we can't take any risk. Thanks

melissa

floyd

Lower Makefield

school boeard
meeting

Why can't I access the live stream of tonight's meeting??

Frank

Carr

Falls

Finance, The good Chris Berdnik is the best hire by this board since I have been attending meeting. I have a problem that I can not project if
work by
expected revenues will cover expenses and will we spend more or less then budgeted.
Christopher M.
Berdnik .

Gary

LaSasso

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Other

Wondering if there is planning related to the Arts (choir, theater). Thanks for considering my question.

Tom

Watson

Yardley

Fall Reopening Safety

Will students be required to wear masks?

Jaclyn

Ferry

Falls

Fall Reopening My child will be a first grader. Are you expecting first graders to wear a mask all day while in school, except for eating and drinking?
In-Person Learning That seems unreasonable if maintaining 6 ft in the classroom. I can barely breath in those while at the store. I can't imaging a 7 year old
being able to get through an entire day with a mask covering their face. What about students with asthma?

Shauna

Menarde

Yardley

Fall Reopening Safety

Please explain in detail why the district will not be taking temperatures upon arriving to school?

Lauri

Accardi

Yardley

Fall Reopening In-Person
Learning, Fall
Reopening Transportation

Why are we even worried about the social distancing inside the school if the kids are able to sit next to one another on the bus. The
exposure will already have been made. Also, what will happen during cold and flu season when symptoms are present that mirror Covid
at first? There’s going to be massive fears once people start to get fevers and chills and aches and think it’s Covid, which it could be, or
it might be the flu. The reopening in person should wait until after cold and flu season, at the very least.

Katrina

Brooks

Falls

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

Will the 100% virtual option only be offered to children who have medical issues or can families who are uncomfortable given the
pandemic opt for 100% virtual?

S

P

Lower Makefield

Seating on a Bus & Having children sit next to each other on a bus feels like it would be counter productive to having them 6 ft apart in a class room
Classroom.

Avalon

Lee

Yardley

Fall Reopening How do teachers offer one on one support during instruction if students are not wearing masks? Wouldn’t not wearing masks in the
In-Person Learning classroom be putting the teacher at risk? As an elementary teacher myself, I’m supporting students all day long within close
proximity. This is concerning.

S

P

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

Jaclyn

Ferry

Falls

Fall Reopening What is the plan for the time length of the hybrid solution? Should we expect a hybrid of in person and virtual learning for the entire
In-Person Learning school year?

Kristina

Martino

Falls

Fall Reopening Transportation

Casey

Pappas

Yardley

Fall Reopening I would be very concerned if mask/face coverings are made optional at any point. Children are very capable of wearing all day,
In-Person Learning which is indisputably the safest thing to mitigate spread during in person instruction. Children react to how parents and adults react.
Concerned to hear the Board members alleging that all day masking is impossible. Personal preference is not definitive of
impossibility. Please make mask/face shields mandatory.

Ashley

O’Dunne

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening With the sharing of space for the 2 cohorts, will students still have dedicated desks in their class or will they have shared desks that are
In-Person Learning cleaned each night before the next group comes to class?

Casey

Pappas

Yardley

Fall Reopening Suggest A/B groups alternate by WEEK, not day. This would allow for some consistency for kids as well as built in quarantine days to
In-Person
reduce chance of spread if positives occur, which would given added protection for teachers as well.
Learning, Fall
Reopening - Safety

Tom

Watson

Yardley

Fall Reopening Safety

Kristina

Martino

Falls

Fall Reopening With trying to keep the children in one area and with little movement, how will you allow for the children to get up and move (stretch) or
In-Person Learning “get the wiggles out”

Ram

Sundaresan

Yardley

Facilities

Would it be more feasible for certain teachers (English, Math) to move between classes instead of students walking the halls to the next
class ? Also, this limits the students to one particular area inside the classroom.

Stephanie

Davison

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

Thank you all for your work--I realize the magnitude of what you are trying to accomplish before the start of school.
1) You mentioned self checkups by students and parents to provide information on health and well being. What will be done to be
sure that information is accurate? As a teacher myself in a school not far from Pennsbury, I often have students sent in sick, who have
been given Tylenol to decrease a fever/symptoms for a few hours. How can we really know that a self checkup will be accurate and
honest?

If I don’t feel comfortable sending my child back, will a virtual learning experience be available?

Can the “exceptions” be transported separately? Minimize exposure and pushback.

I want to note that the CDC does not recommend Face Shields: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/clothface-cover-guidance.html

2) Will class sizes be decreased...in order to even attempt to keep students 6 feet apart, at least at the elementary level? My son's
class this past year had 27 students. It wouldn't be possible to keep them 6 feet apart, which then means they need to wear masks all
day long. I'm just hoping there is some plan for decreasing the class size, while maintaining the integrity of quality educators. The
luxury of 6 feet apart isn't possible in most classrooms without less students.
Thank you again for your work.
Kristina

Martino

Falls

Fall Reopening Safety

Kristina

Martino

Falls

Fall Reopening How much opportunity will there be for children get up and move around? Many need this to focus.
In-Person Learning

Restrictions/ guidelines for masks/shields/hoods

Kristina

Martino

Falls

Fall Reopening Safety

Avalon

Lee

Yardley

Fall Reopening What happens to teachers that have underlying health conditions and/or are immune compromised. Do they just have to quit? Will they
In-Person
be allowed to work online? And if a teacher needs to quarantine, do they need to use their sick days?
Learning, Fall
Reopening - Safety

Kathleen

Hoff

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Safety

Erin

Lee

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening If half the families choose cyber learning, and we are able to maintain 6 ft distance in the classrooms with the remaining students, will
In-Person Learning we move to 5 days a week in-class learning for those students rather than 2?

Lauren

Templeton

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening I’m curious what might happen with larger classes like gym and choir for students (especially high school) who have those courses on
In-Person
their schedule
Learning, Fall
Reopening - Safety

Laura

Ashmore

Falls

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning

As a parent of two children attending Pennsbury, my husband and I strongly feel that a virtual school environment is the only true
safe option. As many of the board members agreed, we do not gamble and feel any in person instruction would be a risk to all students
and general public health. Thank you all for your consideration and tireless efforts during these very unprecedented times.

Jim

Grim

Falls

Fall Reopening Safety

School should not be opening until at least January

Kristina

Martino

Falls

Fall Reopening Athletics

Full face shields for football helmets?

Shouldn’t the nurses have N95 masks. Please let me know if I can get all school nurses a couple masks each.

I would love to hear more about what explorations are being done to teach kids outside when possible. I understand this is
unconventional, but I'm seeing the NAC run hundreds of kids through outdoor summer camp so something along these lines is possible.
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Suzy

Wilson

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening I have been on the Zoom call for the last 2 hours, I am very upset that the last 45 minutes have been focusing on athletics! The MAIN
Virtual Learning,
goal should be EDUCATING our kids NOT SPORTS!!! Especially not FOOTBALL! If the major league sports with all of their resources
Fall Reopening cannot do this without incident, it is the last thing the district should be focusing on!
In-Person Learning

Kelly

Lockenmeyer

Falls

Face shields

Shannon

Prentice

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Would GIEP still exist with a cyber option?
In-Person Learning

Dina

Bortnichak

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Hi - Sorry I was in another meeting and missed the first half of this meeting.
In-Person Learning Interesting thought about A/B scheduling being every other. Why not consider back to back days with mid week cleaning day like MD?
This model seems stressful on kids sleep cycles. Can we request our kids who are in different schools to be on separate days so we
can reduce stress in household? Where would we send this this request? School principals?

Dena

Seiple

Falls

Fall Reopening Virtual Learning,
Fall Reopening In-Person Learning

I understand the hybrid model. But what I don't understand is why they are not keeping the same group together, clean, then have the
2nd group, then clean again. The information given from the committee meeting last week showed the a, a, clean, b, b, clean model.
The model in the superintendent's letter has it a, b, a, b, cleaning day. So the groups are alternating without a deep cleaning day
between. If we are trying to reduce transmission rates, wouldn't the two-day grouping with cleaning between cohort groups be more
effective than every other cohort groups with no cleaning between?

Susan

W

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening Other

What is the plan to help rising Seniors? They have already lost the second half of their junior year. Standardized testing has been
cancelled multiple times. There is a high probability that their Senior year will be completely upended. How can they possibly move
forward? What can the district do to get these kids what they need for their college applications, etc.

Dana

Ludwiczak

Yardley

Fall Reopening - Virtual
Covid
Learning
is still not going away. I am very Leary of school restarting and having large crowds. Both my kids have asthma so it worries me.

Ram

Sundaresan

Yardley

Facilities

Francesca

Bach

Falls

Fall Reopening - Other
My suggestion is to create a phased reopening to in-person learning with a hybrid approach, similar to what our state did with the
red/yellow/green phases these last months.

The company i work for makes face shields we are located in pennsauken n.j. the name of the company is called amerashield you can
go on line and check them out and have them quickly

July 21st and 22nd are days marked for High School Graduation event. What impact does recent Gov. Wolf's restriction, has on this
planned event ? There is a limit of 250 people congregating in an open arena. Does this impact this event ?

For example, starting September 8th ("red phase") - all schools would be asynchronous learning with all grades using the set virtual
applications as the spring (google classroom/canvas). Like the spring, chromebooks would be provided/lunch pickup/etc.
Then, after roughly 4 weeks - October 1st, we enter “yellow" phase: schools would open to the hybrid approach of group A/B but would
be only (2) half days only per week per child. Half days still count as days under the 180 day requirement but allow in-person learning,
services, with limited exposure and amount of students in the schools. Lunches would be at home and bagged lunches would be
provided to students who are in need. The afternoon (and days not in-person) would be virtual learning as before. Specials and electives
would be shorten periods to adjust to the shorter time.
After yellow phase (let’s say 4 weeks), we move into the “orange" phase - November 2nd: with schools increasing the amount of inperson learning to (2) full days/week with the group A/B approach still in place. As stated in the committee plan, lunches would be in the
classroom and still practice social distancing where possible. Face-coverings/Masks still required on buses, in halls, etc.
Lastly, there could be a "green" phase where we return to full-time in-person learning for all students (who choose to, virtual would still
be an option) in the 2nd part of the school year/Jan 1st. By that time, we hope science has made greater developments for an available
vaccine and the new cases will be a significant reduced number throughout the country.
Thank you!
Jim

Grim

Falls

Fall Reopening - Safety
In my opinion, there are way too many nuances and variables to ensure safely opening school's at this time. I'm concerned as to why
the superintendent is pushing Soo hard for this. The focus of the Superintendent , since the end of the school year, should have been to
perfect the delivery of curriculum in the aspects of virtual learning. I believe it would be irresponsible to open schools on time. The
responsible approach would be to wait and see what happens from now till January.

Amanda

S

Falls

Fall Reopening - Athletics
I tuned in as Dr. Gretzula mentioned that 23 of 24 SOL teams have been working out for a few weeks. Is there a reason why we tabled
the discussion for the athletic plan?

Leah

Chadwick

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening - Virtual
Under
Learning
Plan D would teachers be teaching exclusively virtually or would students be mixed into classes with students who are attending
school? Would virtual instruction be an additional expectation for teachers?

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening - Other
For the hybrid option at the secondary level- has there been any indication as to how to 3 days outside the classroom will be led? Will
they be completely asynchronous (working on projects and assignments) or will the include new material and potentially live lessons?

Kim
John

Perry

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening - Safety
As far as the comments saying "there is virtually no Covid risk for kids", I personally know of two teenagers in the district that tested
positive for Covid 19 as of yesterday.

Erin

Flagg

Falls

Fall Reopening - Virtual
If we
Learning
choose virtual learning, would breakfast st/lunch still be provided for those who get free/reduced lunch

Marissa

Clarson

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening - Athletics
On the topic of fall sports, since we are doing hybrid learning, how will after school athletics work. For example, there is marching band
practice everyday for the fall season. How will tranportation work for these practices for the students that will not be in school that day?
Will marching band be cancelled?

Irene

Falls

Fall Reopening - Other
What are the plans for incoming K, 6, and 9? My son is starting Boehm and has never been there. Will there be people there to
specifically show them around? What is the plan?

Liz

Wilkinson

Lower Makefield

Fall Reopening - Virtual
WillLearning
the Cyber Academy at Pennsbury (CAP) be folded into the virtual learning program offered at PHS or remain as a separate, standonly entity?

Robert

Abrams

Lower Makefield

Silencing the Public It is clear as of tonight the Pennsbury School District again chooses to attemt to silence and control the voice of the public. It is NOT the
decision of the School District what Public Comments are important or not important or whose comment should be chosen and whose
should not be addressed. In an attempt to control the conversation the school district appears to care to frame the comments to suit it's
need. This is not Public Comment but manipulation and an attept to control and silence the public and alternate opinions when and
where the School District decides. This is clearly violates both the PA Constitution and the United States Constitution. I speak for me
NOT the Pennsbury School District. Find a way that those who choose to make Public Comment mane THEIR Public Comment and not
what you want the Public to hear !!!.

Katrina

Brooks

Falls

Fall Reopening - Virtual
If families
Learning
are uncomfortable will a 100% virtual option be offered or only for children with medical concerns?

Erin

Flagg

Falls

Fall Reopening - Virtual
My Learning
question was regarding 100% veryual learning with free/reduced breakfest/lunch, not hybrid. Will you offer the drive by like they did
in the Spring?

